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Abstract:

This study includes the region located in the south of the Arabian
Peninsula, which is currently called Yemen. It dealt with the beginning
of the emergence of metal artifacts in human settlements that date back
to the Neolithic Age and the Bronze Age, as well as determining the types
of minerals that were extracted from those mines. Such as gold, silver,

copper, iron and others.

This study also showed the tools used in the mining activity by
analyzing the discovered tools, determining their functions and methods
of making them, as well as their uses in mining process. Not only that,
but also the study illustrated the stages of development that occurred in
the techniques of extracting and smelting minerals from the Neolithic age
until the middle of the Islamic era based on what was mentioned in the
historical sources, and the archaeological remains that were collected
from the mining settlements, with reference to the reasons that led to the
abandonment of those mines and settlements, which consequently caused

their ruin.

Keywords: Mining settlements, Matel, Casting, Mines, and Ovens.
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General Organization of Antiquities and Museums
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